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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

1. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Robert Nakano on October 14, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1. (currently amended) A method of defining an order for sending a 
plurality of request for statistics to an associated plurality of nodes in a communication 
network, on or more requests of said plurality of requests being associated with an 
individual node of said associated plurality of nodes and each of said associated 
plurality of nodes having one or more node attributes, said method comprising steps of: 

defining for each node of said associated plurality of nodes a translated value 
related to a value of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes of 
each of said associated plurality of nodes [[,]] ; 

after all translated values of said associated plurality of nodes are defined, 
defining a sequence for sending said plurality of requests to be sent to said associated 
plurality of nodes, said sequence based on said value of said selected node attribute 
and a ranking of said all translated values; 

initiating each of said plurality of requests according to said sequence. 
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Claim 20. (currently amended) An apparatus for use in a statistics collection unit 
in a communication network, said apparatus comprising: 

a device defining a sequence for sending a plurality of requests for statistics to 
be sent from said statistics collection unit to an associated plurality of nodes of said 
plurality of nodes i n sa i d s e gm e nt and defining for each node of said associated plurality 
of nodes a translated value related to said value of said selected node attribute prior to 
said defining said sequence , 

wherein for said device 

one or mor e r e qu e sts reguest of said plurality of requests is associated with an 
individual node of said associated plurality of nodes; 

each of said associated plurality of nodes has one or more node attributes; 

said sequence is based on a ranking of sa i d assoc i at e d p l ura l ity of nod e s bas e d 
on a va l u e of a s ele ct e d nod e attr i but e of sa i d on e or mor e nod e attr i but e s of e ach of 
said assoc i at e d plura li ty of nod e s all of translated values : and 

said device initiates each of said plurality of requests according to said 
sequence. 

Claim 21. (currently cancelled) 

Claim 25. (currently amended) The apparatus for use in a statistics collection 
unit as claimed in Claim 24, wherein said upper bound number for said each of said 
associated plurality of nodes is separately defined for said each of said associated 
plurality of nodes i n sa i d s e gm e nt . 
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Claim 30. (currently amended) A computer executable program embodied on a 
computer readable medium for use on a communication network, said communication 
network comprising a plurality of nodes, said computer executable program executing 
the steps of: 

defining a sequence for sending a plurality of requests for statistics to an 
associated plurality of [[said]] nodes of said plurality of nodes by s ele ct i ng two or mor e 
of sa i d nod e attr i but e s and for e ach of sa i d two or mor e of said nod e attr i but e s and 
rank i ng sa i d associat e d p l ural i ty of nod e s b a s e d on sa i d v al u e of sa i d e ach of said two 
or mor e of sa i d nod e attr i but e s, on e or mor e r e qu e sts of sa i d plura li ty of r e qu e sts b ei ng 
assoc i at e d w i th an indiv i dua l nod e of said assoc i at e d p l ura li ty of nod e s and e ach of s ai d 
assoc i at e d p l ura li ty of nod e s hav i ng on e or mor e nod e attr i but e s, sa i d s e qu e nc e b ei ng 
bas e d on a va l u e of a s ele ct e d nod e attr i but e of sa i d on e or mor e nod e attr i but e s of 
e ach of sa i d assoc i at e d p l ura l ity of nod e s; and 

defining for each of said associated plurality of nodes a translated value related 
to a value of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes of each of 
said associated plurality of nodes: and 

after all translated values of said associated plurality of nodes are defined, 
defining a sequence for sending said plurality of requests to be sent to said associated 
plurality of nodes, said sequence based on said value of said selected node attribute 
and a ranking of said all translated values: 

and 

initiating each of said plurality of requests according to said sequence. 
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Claim 31. (currently cancelled) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 1 , the prior art of record fails to disclose, teach, or fairly 
suggest "...defining for each node of said associated plurality of nodes a translated 
value related to a value of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes 
of each of said associated plurality of nodes; and after all translated values of said 
associated plurality of nodes are defined, defining a sequence for sending said plurality 
of requests to be sent to said associated plurality of nodes, said sequence based on 
said value of said selected node attribute and a ranking of said all translated values...". 

Regarding claim 14 , the prior art of record fails to disclose, teach, or fairly 
suggest "...a translation module defining for each of node of said associated plurality of 
nodes a translated value related to said value of said selected node attribute prior to 
definition of said sequence by said by said sequencing module, wherein said 
sequencing module utilizes a ranking of all translated values of said associated plurality 
of nodes to define said sequence". 

Regarding claim 20 , the prior art of record fails to disclose, teach, or fairly 
suggest "...defining for each node of said associated plurality of nodes a translated 
value related to said value of said selected node attribute prior to said defining said 
sequence; and said sequence is based on a ranking of all translated values...". 
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Regarding claim 30 , the prior art of record fails to disclose, teach, or fairly 
suggest "...defining for each of said associated plurality of nodes a translated value 
related to a value of a selected node attribute of said one or more node attributes of 
each of said associated plurality of nodes; and after all translated values of said 
associated plurality of nodes are defined, defining a sequence for sending said plurality 
of requests to be sent to said associated plurality of nodes, said sequence based on 
said value of said selected node attribute and a ranking of said all translated values...". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a) AN et al. (Us 2003/0115508), System and Method for Collecting Statistics 
for a Communciation Network 

b) Akahane et al. (US 2005/0013300), Packet Forwarding Device Equipped 
with Statistics Collection Device and Statistics Collection Method 

c) Trofin et al. (US 6,661,778), Method and Apparatus for Statistics 
Collection in a Data Communication Network 



Conclusion 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Feben M. Haile whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3072. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00am - 3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on (571) 272-3139. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




RICKY NGO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



